
Substance Use Disorders and the Role of the Prosecutor 
 
Our nation is in the midst of the worst addiction crisis in its history. The 
Center for Disease Control’s most recent report revealed that the rate of 
drug overdose deaths has increased 137% since 2000, including a 200% 
increase involving opioids. Studies estimate the substance abuse recovery 
community in the U.S. alone is at 23.5 million people.  
 
This article by Susan Broderick, a former prosecutor, outlines the important 
role prosecutors can play in addressing and reducing substance use 
disorders.  Read 
 

For a compiled list of resources from the CDC, SAMHSA, and NIDA about 
drugs, substance abuse, addiction, and communities at risk, Click Here 

https://www.cdc.gov/pwud/addiction.html

